





А SUN RETURNS TO ITS HEAVENE, JA 
WHAT WAS 2 LONG, BARK NIOHT / 
NOW GARES WITH BRIGHT 


PROMISE OF ANEW BY. , 





PRINCESS AMETHYST, 
6 AS MUCH YOUR 
OBEDIENT SUBJECT 


I VE NEVER ASKED 
ANYONE FOR OBEDIENCE, 
TOPAZ. I ONLY WANTED 

WHAT I GAVE--LOVE, 
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NO, I'M WOT OF THIS WORLD, | Y THIS WORLD OF 
THIS WORLD OF MAGIC АМО y Ru 
CRUEL! 


ENEMIES, 
FALSE 


WHO 
LOVE ME! NY FAMILY, 
MY FRIENDS! 





SHE КОНЕ HER MIND, TOPAZ. 
WHY NOT LET HER 60? 


WE MUST FOLLOW! THE 
ĠEMWORLO WILL MOT 
SURVIVE WITHOUT HER! 


1: THAT. SPIRALS 
IT& WAY THROUGH 


MY GOSH! WHERE Б 
EVERYTHING 
AL GONG ?/ 





THE FORESTS, 

THE ANIMALS ii 

THERE'S NOTHING 
LEFT DOWN 


м) 


LAND. UP HERE, 

ГУЕ GOT BOTH | 
TURQUOISE 

AND TOPAZ ON 
МУ TAILS A 








DO ETH 
LEAST KNOW WHAT'S 
HAPPENED HERE ? 


PERHAPS THE ANCIENT 
ONES RENESED ON THEIR 
BARGAIN PRINCESS...* 


THE DEVASTATION 
STOPS PRECISELY 
AT OPAL'S BORDERS, 

TOPAZ 


THEN WHATEVER 
FORCE WAS AT 
WORK HERE KNEW 
EXACTLY WHAT 
Mom иаутер/ /| 














LOOK-- 
STIRS IN ALL THAT 
WASTED LAND! 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
BREAKING THROUGH! 


NOW WHAT 20 You 
SUPPOSE THAT OREAT, 
HULKIN , UGLY ROCK 
THINKS "8 DOING? 





v J 
AMETHYST ~~ 
HAVE А CARE! 


WHY © TOPAZ CONCERNED? 
16 THE PRINCESS" OWN 
MAGIC SO WANTING? 


SURELY SHE IS А 
MATCH FOR THIS 
MERE LEFTOVER OF 


THE ROCK HUMG,,, 
VIGRATES LIKE 
A GENERATOR. 





THAT WRETCHED 
BEAST/ IF IT'S 
HURT НЕЯ--/ 


|| THE AGATE BEAST, 


ITSELF DEWID OF 
EMOTION, UNMNDELL 
OF PUNY HUMAN 
PROBLEMS, READIES 
ITSELF FOR ANOTHER 
ONSLAUGHT, 





MAYBE -- THE 
SPIRIT OF DARK 
ORAL HAS FINALL) 





CONTINUED ON 240 PAGE FOLLOWING | 


Bonkers! fruit Candy 
bonks you out of this world 


with a Robot-Watch. 


The Bonkers!Robot-Watch is two kinds of space-age 

fun. On your wrist. it's a digital watch. Off the strap. it 
transforms into a robot. You can get it from Bonkers! 

the fruit candy that comes in four out-of-this-world 
flavors " strawberry. grape. orange: and new watermelon 


| Ge ) С 
2 9001097, Robot-Watch for*3.95 | 


and 3 Bonkers! labels. | 


Please send те Bonkersi Robot-Watch, available from Bonkersi Frult Candy. The watch shows the time 
and date and is made of durable blue plastic with a black band. Here's $3.95 and the UPC symbol from 3 
Super Frulty Bonkers! labels, That's the part with the lines and numbers that looks like this: 

0 
u | 


LU 
Send to: 9 | m 
BONKERSI ROBOT WATCH 190220 

0. Box 5988 
Wyoming, MN 55092 | 
All orders must be received by December 31, 1985. 
Void where taxed or prohibited. Offer good only in U.S. | 
Allow 6-8. for deli 
The watch comes with a 1 year limited warranty. 





I WISH, PRINCESS, 
I WERE AS CERTAIN 


BUT, THAT THREAT NOT- 
DOUBTS oF \/ WIHETANDINS—ĠEMMALD Е 
OPAL'S TOTAL Tr AFFAIRS ARE COMPLEX AND 
\ DEMISE, NEED YOUR HIGHNESS" 
_ À AMETHYST, UNIFYING FORCE. 
uj 
Dx ` 


"WE" АВЕ NOT 
PUTTING ASIDE 
MAY WE NOT PUT ASIDE "OUR" PROBLEMS. 


УС аач QUA PROBLEMS AND SERVE THE "WE" АВЕ NOT 
Ar? (S Wa | GREATER coop: THE WELFARE // _ GOING To SERVE 
ум: 


BEN 


т THE GREATER 
OF THE GEMWORLD? А с 


à 





А QUIET STREET 
IN HUDSON, RITA? RITA! WAKE UP! 


WHERE'S BREAKFAST? 


OUST LIKE HER MOTHER 
WAS / LAZY DAMN KID— 
WAKE UP! 
$ 


SHE'S WITH 
THAT KID-- CARL. 
THE ONE WITH THE 
WEIRD НАМО?. 
HE PICKED 
HER UP AT З АМ.-- 
THEY 





THIS 15 THE PLACE— 

NEXT DOOR TO THE 

WINSTONS AND THEIR 
< WEIRDO КО. 


HEY! NELLIGAN! Y 
А/ТА/ YOU W 
THERE? 


А 


z টি 


ACK WHAT 16 
THIS 6002? IT'S 
EVERYWHERE! 


you-- SHOULD 
NOT HAVE 


WHERE'S 
MY RITA? 





TAMY S BACK HOME 
FROM THE BE / 


BECKMAN'S CAR. I 
DIDN'T THINK HE WAG 
NEIGHBORLY ENOUGH 

TO VISIT ANYBODY. 


HELPS TO TALK. | 
* Għ 





DARLING, IT'S 2000 TO 
SEE YOU. YOU ALL RIGHT? 


WHAT, my Y DEAR.. IT 

DARLING 2 1 = ка Чы 

৯ CONFUSING 
FOR YOU. 


NOT ANYMORE. 
I JUST WANT TO 
STAY HERE WITH 
YOu AND OAD AND 
ALL THE THINGS 
I KNOW ANO 
UNDERSTAND... 





PEOPLE, 
YET--IM ME IN 
BOTH OF THEM! 





MEANWHILE.» Y 
“4 3 7 THERE 6 NO 
RITA HERE . THERE 


— 15 NOTHING HERE... 
ы Ж FOR YOU. GO. 


W-- GHA ver 
ET 65-500 


(сет eo, Ler GO, 
LET 60/ 


у 
2) 








: 


: А а 
চুই 





x : 
SOS D. ০ FOR 5225 sake RITA-)/ vou BLASPMEME Your \ vou are cavas, (je 
^N. WHAT THE HELL'S OWN 0006, MR. BECKMAN, 22 VULGAR, BUT-- WORST 
< : ১ SONS OW 7 YOU ARE NOT A WORTHY / NOF ALL-- WEAK. ৬ 
PERSON. — не UY 


YOU WOULD NOT 
20 IN MY WORLD. [d 





Г AMD IPs 
BEVOVO VAR KEN, WITH M 
HUNGERS BEYOND YOUR IMASINING! 





WITH 
IT, £ SHALL 


МТ) 
ч 
54225521155 | 
OPAL'S DARK 
MIGHT... FAILED. 


























IAM. [ 
THE MHERITOR.) (16) 





A TIGHT- THROATED. 
SCREAM РИМЕ 





























ON VIDEOGASSETTE 
а ын 





lu, $ 
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irs mer mi ai | 
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GLOW № DARK POSTERS => 


NEON 
3 FOR $3.00 eE 
LI 
* Amazing day and night effects 
* Use separately or join to make one large scene 
е Each measures 11° х 14 in size 
* Recharges over and over 
* Place in any room, turn out the lights 


and watch them Glow! 
PLUS FREE . . . with every poster offer PS ол. 
you will receive one package of Neon Lace " the Pincapple 
rechargeable, Glow-in-the-Dark. shoe асе 
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f 
le 
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N 
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SAFE FROM 
THE ANCIENT 


THATS SETTLED. AS 
FOR ME--T WOULD 
LIKE TO STAY HERE 
WITH YOU AND YOUR 
PARENTS, FOR A 
LONG ТИЕ. 


WOULD THAT... 
BE ALL RIGHT? 








--NO GARNET, OR 
TURQUOISE, OR 
TOPAZ,OR-- 


АМУ--? WHAT 
бїт? AMY? 





= T, VER THE NELLIGAN HOUSE, 
ME 4246267 STREET av FLMC ND CA 7 
A PLEASANT, SUNNY Day. А 


a 





IN LIBERATING MY 
REALM FROM FIRE 
JADE'S TRAP, I 
SMASHED MY 
GEMSTONE р НАР А FEELING 
AMULET.* OF -- READ, 


BUT YOUR SmiTHS \ UL WHAT AILS YOU, THEN? WHERES) 4 
WILL HEW A STONE Y YOUR SPINE? WHERE'S THE F 
FROM THE TRUE YOUNG, CUNNING PRINCE WHO AS 
JA, GAME COURTING AT MY PS 
MOTHER'S HOUSE? ` N 


db ৫ 
IE 
LR 























d. Y I'VE SEEN vou SACRIFICE \[ FOR WHAT? 
YOURSELF ус MW LORD, NOTHI 
T GRIEF / 


Y | 815, Pieces OF 
TO THAT DARK LORO 
AND FOR WHAT Z 











WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


YOU'LL HAVE LOTS OF 
FUN WITH OUR 


per oberer 3B 


SD ৯ Дт: 
>Z 
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250,000 in stock, complete Marvel & OC 
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lists 45.000 words by sound. И you can say it. 
you can look И up. Send $5 45 (check or money 
orden to Pilot Light. Box 305A. Stone Min. GA 
30086 Satisfaction 13 guaranteed or your 
money back. Allow three weeks for delivery. 


SHUT OFF MOM!! 


Dad, Broth Sister whenever you 
want! Look at friends & laugh! Nobodv 
knows the secret but you! Rush $1.00. 
for your no noise hideawav secret 
earplugs. Nobody will know! SSSSH- 
Suite 458, 444 Hudson St., New York, 

У. 10014. 


STAR ROCKS 


REAL METEORS! From the moon or 
passing comets? Studied by NASA Struck 
25000 mph over 750000 years 
|н Fact book, authenticity 
r] case includi 
‚м Send $500 for 1, S9. 
Yy long shipping). 
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Ifyou "оте son Summer 
NOS CC us. e 


WHAT IS NINJA? 


You can be told these deadly tach- 
fiques!!! Ultimate In бей Defensal! $1 


system, 

System, $5. * Ninja Throwing Star & 
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INC. P.0. 80X 1028, SMYRNA, ВА 
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send you, 


tor 2, (we pay || 
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AMETHYSTS DEATH 7. 
DOT РАМЕ? WHAT 


CHAOS WOULD 
ENSUE IF -- 


AMETHYST , MY LORO. SHE 6 THE 

SINGLE, UNIFYING FORCE IN THE 

GEMVORLO SHOULD SHE WOT 
RETURN FROM HER MAGIC- 
LESS, PULING OTHER WOR! 








BEEN OFFERED 
MY LORD 





BY THE GREAT STONE 1 
THE LINING TOTEM 


KNOW THES’ 
THE HOUSE OF 


COMPLEXX 
ENCHANTMENTSS... 
OR SSIMPLY... 











Dear Karen Berger, 

After reading the entire AMETHYST 
series (the preview їп LEGION OF 
SUPER-HEROES #298, the twelve- 
issue maxi-series, DC COMICS 
PRESENTS #63, and the current series 
up to #7), l find that Amethyst is in a way 
undergoing a serious psychological 
crisis, because though she is a young 
woman on Gemworld, she still has the 
psychological development of в 
thirteen-year-old on Earth as Amy 
Winston. Because of this, her sense of 
responsibility is at times lacking, 
prompting her to rash actions that could 
hurtmany people (remember her “battle 
frenzy" in #3 of the current series?), 
something а more adult personality will 
be less prone to do. What do you think? 

As for the problems about differenti- 
ating between the members of the same 
noble family (already addressed by 
several other readers) | suggest a 
solution that comes from the £/fquest 
series done by Richard and Wendy Pini: 
а secret soul name for each member of 
the royal family, known only to the 
immediate family members, or if they 
are married, his or her mate. It worked 
very well in £/fquest, зо why not here? 
(Note: the concept of a secret name is 
notan original one; many tribes in Africa 
give such names to their children at 
birth.) At least we won't have togive the 
U.S. Census Bureau fite as reader Gary 
Thompson suggests... 

As for Fire Jade (a.k.a. Lady Emerald), 
1 seriously think she is under a spell of 
that creature that hangs around her. | 
say this because her words on the last 
page of 4/7 are of mixed feelings, not 
really sure if she wants to be so evil. 
Also, 1 have this suspicious feeling that 
creature is related to the shadowy being 
plotting the destruction of the universe 
in the maxi-series CRISIS ON INFINITE 
EARTHS. | say this because the natural 
disasters happening on Gemworld are 
almost identical to the disasters 
happening on Earths 1, 2, 3, etc., just 
before they got vaporized. | have а 
hunch that Amethyst and her fellow 
nobles will have a pivotal role to play in 
the CRISIS maxi-series. 

Finally, please end soon the love 
triangle between Amethyst, Topaz, and 
Turquoise soon! I'm interested in a good 
fantasy story, not in love intrigues! If I 
want to enjoy such things, I'll watch 
Dallas and Dynasty! 





Sincerely, 

ind Chuang 

2650 American River Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95864 


Your analysis of Amethyst/Amy's per- 
sonality is very much on target, Ray- 
mond. Granted, her Gemworld experi- 
ences have made her more mature or 
“worldly” than the typical young teen- 
ager, but she is still only thirteen. When 
Amy's faced with problems in the Gem- 
world, her emotional inexperience will 
at times continue to surface. 





.. 


Dear Karen, 

With AMETHYST #7, we see в 
glimpse of the Gemworld's past. it was 
nice seeing Lord and Lady Amethyst, 
along with a much younger Dark Opal. It 
appears that even in his early teens, he 
had plans to rule the Gemworld. 1 
wonder what he was like as a baby? 

1 hope Amethyst confronts Topaz soon 
and sees what a fickle prince he has 
turned outto be. The fiery Turquoise and 
the beautiful Amethyst deserve much 
better than him. 

Seeing Opal again makes me wish for 
more characters from the maxi-series to 
make an appearance. How about the 
Emissaries of Varn? Or a peak at a 
younger Granch? We never learned 
much about his character. 

Think about it. 

Eric Massey 
Rt. 8 Box 418 
Statesville, NC 28677 
As we saw this íssue, Eric, the long- 
awaited confrontation between the 
fove-torn Gemworlders occurred. Topaz 
has made his choice, and Amathyst 
hers. But, all's never as it seams (espe- 
cially in this series), and that chapter in 
Amethyst's life isn't definitely over, yet. 
As for those faceless wonders from 
Varn ... they just happen to be making 
ап appearance in next month's story. 
How's that for service! 


..... 


Dear Amethyst, 

| have been following your exploits 
ever since your preview in LEGION 
#298 and through your own maxi-series 
with my disgusting brother, Dark Opal. i 
would have told you all about the fool's 
insane plan to take over the Gemworld, 
but he stranded me here in "WHITE 
OPAL HEAVEN." | am overfilled with 
happiness that Lady Turquoise and 
Prince Topaz have found me. 

Of course | watched your battle with 
Lady Emerald/Fire Jade with excite- 
ment. ! could not find one dud or low 
point within it, thanks to Dan M. and 


Gary, and I couldn't have looked better 
with Dan J. and Karl! doing me. 

1 can not wait to reclaim my throne 
and find my long-lost daughter, Rita. Oh, 
by the way, is it too late for the Name 
That Unicorn Contest? | lose track of 
time up here in "WHITE OPAL 
HEAVEN." Why not February? After all, 
it isthe month in which Amethyst is the 
birthstone. l send my sincere thanks to 
Lady Turquoise and Prince Topaz. 

White Ора! 

by way of 

"T.M." Maple, Jr. 

Weston, Ont., Canada 

Thanks, T.M., Jr. (ту, those Maples are 

multiplyingl) for sending White Opal's 

missive our way. We're glad that Tur- 

quoise and Topaz found you, too, and 

were very much looking forward to 

seeing more of you real soon. But, in the 

meantime, can you tell us one thing? If 

Rita's really your long-lost daughter, 
how'd she wind up on Earth, huh? 


Dear Karen, - 

In re AMETHYST: 

You've got another good comic here. 
With AMETHYST and BLUE DEVIL, DC 
has staked out а nice chunk of comics 
territory: comics with the simplicity and 
innocence of the early 1960's comics, 
combined with today's tighter art and 
writing, especially in characterization 
and subplotting. 

For many years only THE FLASH 
retained this lighthearted sort of story- 
telling; when other series (like Marvel's 
Nova or Machina Man) tried for it, they 
failed. But FLASH never sold well, and 
as a result underwent much tink 
&imed at making it more "relevant, 
more like most other super-hero series; 
these tinkerings resulted in а comic 
Which had lost its simplicity and in- 
nocence, but which didn't work as a 
normal! series either. So much for 
FLASH, and for a while so much for that 
whole type of comic. 

Then, happily, AMETHYST appeared; i 
bought the maxi-series, hoping against 
hope that it would sell well. Then BLUE 
DEVIL. And, lo and behold, they seem to 
be selling. Lightheartedness is back in 
style. 

Please, keep that simplicity and 
innocence. AMETHYST couldn't work 
without a slight tongue-in-cheek feel to 
it, any more than FLASH or BLUE DEVIL. 
The series" feel is at least as important 
as ite fairly standard characters and 
plotting—to me, at any rate. Not every 





writer and artist can be right for 
AMETHYST: a Frank Miller AMETHYST 
might be very impressíve, but it would 
destroy the series" innocence, and as 
FLASH has shown, once lost, that 
innocence cant be recaptured. 
AMETHYST is for the Mishkins and 
Cohns, the Colöns, Estradas, and 
Ditkos—writers and artists whose styles 
reflect some of that same innocence. As 
editor, the responsibility is yours: 
innocence—in comics or elsewhere—is 
a fragile commodity, easily destroyed by 
abuse or neglect. Keep AMETHYST the 
simple and unambiguous comic it is 
now, and you'll have something unique 
and valuable; lose that quality, and it will 
be neither. 

Keep up the good work—and power to 
the purple! (I'm not usually one for 
slogans, but that does have a ring to it, 
doesn't it?) 








Gayden Wren 

52 Willow Street 

Garden City, NY 11530 

As we've said many times before, 

Gayden, AMETHYST is a modern fairy 

tale, and in keeping with that mood, the 

"simplicity and innocence" you cite 

come with the territory. But, we still feel 

that we have our character and plot 

complexities as well. (How's that for a 
contradiction!) 


Dear DCer's, 

Nike Amethyst, but does Amy have to 
be a kid? It's different, ! have to admit, 
but 1 don't like it. Could you change it? 
Some freak accident could happen to 
change ít in the Gemworld. Her parents 
could freak, she would have to go to & 
higher class, but she would not be as 
smart as everyone else. Her new friends 
could. think she was childlike. Others 
might tead her into things she doesn't 
understand like drugs and other peer 
pressures. 

Also let her use her powerson Earth, 
but not with the same level of strength. 
Let the supporting cast have lives with 
interesting developments. 


Christian Collins 





We think your ideas definitely have 
merit, Christian, but їп our eyes 
AMETHYST works so well as a concept 
because of the dichotorny between the 
two selves. 


Dear Karen: 

I've just read the latest lettercol and | 
don't think that you can justify Princess 
Emerald as а neurotic suffering from 
“middle child syndrome." It more befits 
the bumptious, hard-drinking, brawling 
Lady Turquoise than the resolute, 
competent, and decisive Princess 
Emerald. 

Throughout the maxi-series, Prin- 
cess Emerald saw her duty and did it. 
She shouldered her burdens and bore 
them in a manner befitting her mother's 
daughter. Also, how long was she the 
“middie” child? 1 suspect that like most 


second daughters, she was very much 
her "daddy s girl.” There в no indication 
when he was killed (and this must have 
been one of Lady Emerald s sorrows 
mentioned by Citrina at the Well of 
Vision). He may have been one of those 
who attempted to stand against Dark 
Ора! and failed. We do know that there 
is at least a 7-year difference in ages 
between Emmy and her sister. | suspect 
the Princess has been very much а 
"little mother" to Emmy as well as big 
sister, for she is very much her mother's 
daughter and seems to be of the same 
maternal type. The Princess hasn't yet 
mounted her throne, although there 
seems to be no reason for her not to 
have at least tried; except that her little 
sister was not at her side. 

Basically, | doubt that Lady Emerald or 
most of her subjects expected the eldest 
would ever mount the Emerald throne. 
Prince Garnet's account of Dark Opal's 
attraction to Lady Emerald and her 
father's fear of reprisals indicate а 
reason why the Lady felt such great guilt 
over her daughter's fate. She must have 
spurned Opal for her Lord and 1 doubt 
that he was one to forget. Arlyan was 
too shrewd а vizier not to anticipate 
every possibility and begin training the 
younger girl. He mighteven have helped 
to fill the void in her life that her father's 
death left; as she tried to fill the void in 
Emmy's life that her mother's very 
natural preoccupation with the Princess 
who would pay the price of Opal's 
vengeance must have created. 

Throughout the maxi-series, Princess 
Emerald. showed the authority of one 
who doesn't question her authority. She 
accepted the responsibility and carried it 
out to the best of her ability. She is like. 
Amethyst in this. Her anger at being 
overlooked during the strategy sessions 
indicated to me that she had been 
DEFACTO Lady Emerald for QUITE some 
time. She was competent at dealing 
with affairs of state (a state of affairs 
which seemed accepted by all concern- 
ed without question. When her 
daughterly devotion gave out, she didn't 
ask the vizier what to do; she told him 
what she was going to do and gave him 
his orders. The words "someone in this 
house must act decisively" were 
probably at least thought many times 
before. In all likelihood, it was always 
her lot to be that someone. 

Idoubtthatthe Emerald Domain feels 
inadequately governed. Their new Lady 
chose the right side and helped free the 
Gemworld from Opal by risking her life 
at Amethyst's side. What more could 
they ask? Besides, people tend to believe 
in omens and the second Princess 
Emerald was the only one of the three 
girls to have the silver-blond hair of 
BOTH preceding rulers. 

Regarding the question of Sardonyx’ 
power. If | remember correctly, the Royal 
Houses were each capped bv a 
gemstone of incredible power. Power 
which could only be commanded by 
those of royal blood. These, the "true" 
Amethyst, Opal, etc., were the actual 
source of the nobles' power. | assume 
they used the pendants, etc., that they 
carried around with them as ''ter- 


minals' to siphon power from the 
capstone. Since any electrician can tell 
you about line drop, it stands to reason 
that they would be at their supreme 
power level on their home ground (since 
the power doesn't have far to travel). 
Therefore, although Sardonyx may have 
been upset by destroying the stone he 
had carried all his life and probably 
inherited from: his predecessor, he 
should probably only have to cut himself 
& new "terminal" gem from the "True 
Sardonyx” (capstone) in order to be on- 
line again. Besides, Fire Jade and the 
demon she served both admitted that 
Sardonyx had recovered ALL the power 
they had stolen from him. (Aren't 
readers a pain?) 

One last thought: I think that the new 
Lady Emerald and Amethyst should get 
along quite well since they have not only 
Emmy in common, but such similarities 
in their lives. When Amethyst was 
lamenting Citrina's death, | have no 
doubt she was saying everything that 
Princess Emerald must have been feel- 
ing. She, too, saw the Stalker take 
someone she had fought hard to save. In 
their cases, “I know just how you feel" is 
the exact truth! 

On the whole, you edit a truly fine 
took. Not many work as you seem to at 
continuity and consistency. Its very 
reassuring to know that the writers and 
editors care as much about their char- 
acters as people as the fans do. 

I'd tell you to keep up the good work, 
but that would be like taking coals to 





Newcastle. Ill just leave it at 
“THANKS!” 
Sincerely, 
Carla Ames 


(no address given) 
There's an understandable fear that 
something bad will befall an “heir 
apparent” of any throne, Carla, and 
that's why mostly all royal children are 
groomed for the ruling seat. The fact 
that the middle Princess Emerald was so 
well prepared emotionally and intellec- 
tually to fill her sisters and then 
mother's shoes exhibits a strong, solid 
sense of character, Now, some people 
would say that middle children are over- 
achievers, striving harder than their 
siblings—but some wouldn't—so we'll 
leave the question of the princess and 
her possible “middle child syndrome” 
right there. 


NEXT. MONTH: A "different" kind of 
fantasy awaits Amy, right in the middle 
of Hudson, N.Y.! Until then, take care, 
alil—Karen 








The DC softball team, the Bullets, 
kicked off the 1985 season with a pizza 
party pep rally in the Production 
Department one afternoon in mid- 
May. It was the day of the first game of 
the season and team captain Bob 
Rozakis was looking forward to getting 
the team out there. Unfortunately, it 
ашы and the game was cancelled. 


E T 

this year without a rainout, but we get 
washed away the first day. This could 
be an omen that the water shortage in 


But Bob's dismal forecast about the 
weather did not come true. А k 
later, the Bullets took the field against 
The Nation and, despi valiant ten- 
run comeback in inning to tie 
the game, lost it 21-20. “Not exactly 
what you'd call a pitcher's duel,” 
mused Bob, one of the pitchers in 
question. “Still, it was good to see the 
team де! а lot of hits and put together a 
big inning when we were down 20- 
10.” 


* 


* 


The Bullets is a team made up from 
freelancers and "fi 

included in the mix, Not surpi 

itis Bob's own Production Department 


John Holiwski, Helen Ramirez, Helen 
Vesik, and Muffy Greenough were 
joined this year by fellow 
productioneers Lisa Saladino and 
Julia Schick. "It may look like Bob 
hat we play softball, butthat 
" said one production 
person who preferred to remain 
'Mr. Nice Guy just 
happens to hire people who like to 
play. I think it was the first thing he 
asked me when 1 applied for a job.” 
The business end of the company is 
represented by Marketing Director 





ON SALE WEEK 


CHECK 
OF (AUGUST 8 
LIS T 


O Batman 389: Catwoman is back! So 
is Nocturna! Plus Night-Slayer! Hoo- 
boy! 





Bruce Bristow and Director of Foreign 
Rights Chantal d'Aulnis, plus Robin 
Phelps, Bonnie Miller, and Linda 
Robak. ("Don't talk about the number 
of production people on the team," 
points out Bob. "Didn'tanybody notice 
that half of Bruce's department is оп 
the team too?") And Walter Wang, 
owner of Comics Unlimited Ltd., one of 
s ranks as one 
of our favorite "friends of the family" 
when game time rolls around. 
The Editorial Department is 
nted by Len Wein and Barbara 


Karl Kesel, Phil Clarke, Shawn 
McManus, Ashley Tillman, and Tom 
Hill adding their skills on the field as 
well as contributing their writing and 
art talents to our books. 

Robyn McBryde, known to hi 


team's co-captain. It was Robvn who 
organized the рер rally, as well as last 
year's Friday afternoon picnic game 
DC's sister company, 
Licensing Company of America. 
"Which we won," Robyn hastens to 
pointout. 'LCA isitching fora rematch 
this year and we're ready for them." 
"Softball at DC is lots of fun," says 
Rozakis, "and a tradition that date: 
back to 1976, when the team played a 
single game against Marvel. Bob 
Smith and I are the only veterans of 
that year's team. Len Wein played in 
that game too, but he played for them. 
DC won the game, by the way." 
These days the team doesn't win too 
many games, but it doesn't seem to 
e out there 
. "We've played 
against teams that seem to care only 
about having a winning record, doing 
everything from rearranging thei 
batting order at convenient times to 
blatant cheating just to win. I don't 
usually bother pointing out when I 
catch them doing it. If winning means 
that much to them, I feel sorry for them. 
Our guys are out there to have a good 
time and enjoy being together ... and 


we do! 


О Superman 413: Superman brings 
Supergirl's body to New Krypton for 
burial! 

D Star Trek? 20: Sulu goes back home 
lor a wedding and learns the meaning 
of honor! 

О Amethyst 11: Carnelian seizes Dark 
Opal's clasp, and the love triangle 
comes to a boil! 

О Arak 50: Double-sized final issue 
spells trouble for Arak and Valda's 
relationship! 

О G.I. Combat 280:The Haunted Tank 
is assigned a suicide mission! 

ОЛА Annual 3: The final fate of the 





Guest Meanwhile 


Several weeks ago, 1 felt impelled to 
join a conversation I'd overheard 
between two seemingly intelligent 
young ladies. It seemed that the one 
that was doing the most talking 
absolutely forbade her children to 
read any comics; she said it was a 
waste of time. The other woman simply 
nodded her head in dumb assent. 
Unable to restrain myself any longer, I 
stepped between them and proceeded 
to enlighten them on the benefits of 
comic book reading. 

I told them of how, while other 
mothers were wondering why Johnny 
couldn't read, comics led meto an 11.4 
reading level in the sixth grade. I told 
them of how, while many of my peers 
were joining gangs and 
experimenting with drugs and 
alcohol, I was building science fair 
projects and assisting the school 
librarians. This 1 told them, was due to 
the interest in science and reading that 
comics instilled in me. I told them how 
comic books fired me with a love for 
drawing and painting, and how this 
helped me pass the entrance exam for 
the High School of Art and Design. I 
told them how the stories in th. 
comics filled me with awe and wonder, 
and stirred my imagination to the point 
where I enrolled in several creative 
writing classes in high school and 
college. I told them of the many art 
awards I've won from schools, of the 
stories I've had published, of the 
artwork I've sold. I told of how 
comics sparked my interest in fields 
like computer science, veterinary 
medicine, police science, history, and 
even cybernetics. 

Then, as I finally left them, I looked 
back over my shoulder and spo! 
them in my most solemn and wi: 
manner: "Everyone and everything in 
life needs nourishment. Young minds 
thrive, not only on textbooks and 
homework, but on stimuli and 
adventure. Comic books can be a 
springboard for a young mind. Short 
travels into these amazing and fun 
worlds of fantasy, in the long run, can 
help prepare [young people] for the 
real world in which they'll spend the 
rest of their lives." 


Arnaldo Lopez Jr. 
128 Ryerson Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11205 


Red Tornado, guest-starring 
Superman, Firestorm, Batman, and 
Geo-Force! 

О Super Powers 3: It's Hawkman, 
Green Arrow, and Red Tornado 
trapped in Darkseid's clutches! 

О Omega Men 32: On Karna, 
Felicity's life becomes entangled with 
a deranged slasher! 

О Legion of Super-Heroes 16: The first 
adventure with the brand-new 
Legionnaires! 

О Arion Special 1: Space invaders 
strike Atlantis! Who will survive the 
clash? 











Тһеу'ге the most awesome heroes A 

fighting the most despicable villains ө: | 4 4 

in a universal struggle for power. БС b. \ 
And they're yours in this incredible Figures é YN 

collection of twelve action figures. ) range in size = A 

Just squeeze 'em. Each has its own রন from 1 jonder Batman® 

power action. Superman punches. 15 3.9" 1052" The Joker® Woman? дают 
Вгаіпіас Кіскѕ. The Flash runs. Get + 


them together and you trigger the 


Ls n 2 
endless battle of the Super Powers я Ah А 
Collection. Who wins? Who loses? Y 40 ( t 
You decide! J 1 4 
Lex Luthor" 


The Penguin® А 
2 '“ Brainiac™ 
TAE The Flash 





